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I told him, that the admission of one of them before the first people in England, which hail given the greatest °f-fciice, was no more than what happens at every minister's levee, where those who attend are admitted in the order that they have come, which is better than admitting them according to their rank; for if that were to be the rule, a                                  ! '
man who has waited all the morning might have the mor-                              ;;
tification to see a peer, newly come, go in before him, and                              '*"
keep him  waiting still.     JOHNSON.  'True, Sir;  but ****                               '   '*
should not have come to the levee, to be in the way of peo-                              '    j •   v
pie of consequence, lie .saw Lord Htile at all times; and could have said what he had to say at any time, as well as
at the levee.    There  is  now no   Prime Minister: there  is                               '  «
only an agent for government in the House of Commons1.
We are governed by the Cabinet : but there is no one head                                     i
there since Sir Robert Walpok-'s time.1 Hos\VKl,l,. 'What then, Sir, is the use of Parliament?' JottNSox. » Why, Sir, Parliament is a larger council to the King; and the advantage of such a council is, having' a great number of men of property concerned in the legislature, who, for their own interest, will not consent to bail laws. And you must have observed, Sir, that administration is feeble and timid, and cannot act with that authority and resolution which is necessary. Were I in power, 1 would turn out every man who dared to oppose me. Government lias the distribution of offices, that it may be enabled to maintain its authority Y •                         f >
1 Lord North was merely the King's agent. The King was really his own minister at this time, though he. hud no seat in hi.n own cabinet councils.
3 Only thirty-four years earlier, on the motion in the Lords for the* removal of Walpule, the Duke of Argyle said: 'If my father or brother took ujmn him the olliee of a :*ole minister, I would oppose it as inconsistent with the constitution, as a high crime and misdemeanour. I iipjH'.il to your consciences whether h« (Wulpole| huth not done this. ...He hath turned out men lately for differing with
him.'    Lord Chancellor Hardwirke replied;   'A Hole minister in HO                                         '
illegal an ollice that it is none.    Yet a noble lord says. Sufrriw r<--
sfltmtft'tit, which is laying down a rule for n prime minister; whereas                                     j
the noble Duke was against any.'    Tht .SVrXvr J/X /'«//'/, ///'.»/. xi.
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